
Keppel reefs are unique
The coral reefs of the Keppel Islands are 
unique because of their location at the 
southern geographic limit for coral reef 
growth on the Great Barrier Reef, and 
because they developed during a time 
of immense geological change when 
Keppel Bay was muddy and 
regularly flooded with fresh water 
from the Fitzroy River.
Given their location it is a wonder they 
exist at all.  Yet the Keppel Islands have 
thrived since their formation over 7,000 
years ago. The amount and variety of 

corals is among the highest on the 
Great Barrier Reef; the corals grow
faster; and are more resilient to all the 
things known to stress corals, such as 
heat, mud and fresh water. 
The success of these reefs in a bay of 
thick mud rich in minerals, clay and 
nutrients was thought to be made 
possible because eroded soils 
transported from the Great Dividing 
Range by the mighty Fitzroy River 
into Keppel Bay quickly buried and 
preserved the coral framework, reducing 

bioerosion by marine creatures and 
providing plenty of substrate for new 
baby corals to grow on.  
From then, Keppel Bay’s corals chased 
the light, cementing themselves on to 
older reefs and even to sand, rock, clay 
and rubble on the seabed.  Then the 
branching corals grew fast and quickly 
developed the large, three-dimensional 
reef structures to form the beautiful 
fringing reefs we know today.  What a 
fascinating and special place!
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Above: Beautiful Keppel 
islands. Below from le�: 
So� tubular coral; Green 
turtle swimming over 
coral; turtle hatchlings 
emerging from their nest

From le�: Yellow anenome; 
Mangrove swimming crab; 
brightly coloured nudibranch; 
anenome�sh; Painted Sweetlip 
over coral; Blacktip reef shark

Le�: Dugong. Right: 
Breaching humpback whale; 
Diagonal-banded sweetlip; 
giant clam   

This project is receiving funding through the Regional Tourism Bush�re Recovery grants program, 
an Australian Government bush�re recovery initiative, Keppel Turtle Fund Inc. and the Emu Park 
and Yeppoon Community Bank Branch of Bendigo Bank.

Keppel Turtle Fund acknowledges the Woppaburra people as the traditional custodians of the 
Keppel Islands and sea Country. We pay our respects to the Elders past, present and emerging.


